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would find nothing but confusion and disorder,
without a possibility of checking their accounts."
Boudinot of New Jersey said he "would state a
circumstance which might give the committee
some small idea of what the savings under the
Superintendent were. The expenditure of hay at
a certain post was one hundred and forty tons;
such was the estimate laid before him; yet twelve
tons carried the post through the year, and the
supply was abundant, and the post was as fully
and usefully occupied as it had ever been before."
Of course there was an outcry against the Super-
intendent of Finance; "he rather wondered that
the clamor was not more loud and tremendous."
He remembered that "one hundred and forty-six
supernumerary officers were brushed off in one day,
who had long been sucking the vital blood and
spirit of the nation. Was it to be wondered at, if
this swarm should raise a buzz about him? " Gerry
fought on almost singlehanded, but he could not
refute the evidence that he had invited. He lost
his temper and resorted to sarcasm. If a single
head of the Treasury was so desirable, why not
"have a single legislator; one man to make all
the laws, the revenue laws particularly, because
among many there is less responsibility, system,